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Decision Memorandum 

Burpee Pit Development Project 

USDA Forest Service, Northern Region 

Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests 

Red River Ranger District 

Idaho County, Idaho 

 

I. Background 

The Red River District Ranger proposes to expand the Burpee Mountain II Pit (Burpee Pit) located in 

the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests, Idaho County, Idaho at Township 26 North, Range 8 East, 

Section 20, Boise Meridian (see attached map). 

II. Purpose and Need 

The Burpee Pit is one of the few pits on the Red River Ranger District that can provide quality 

aggregate for road surfaces and other project in the area. It also supplies the Dixie Summit stockpile. 

The Burpee Pit has been exhausted of stockpiled aggregate surface and base courses as well as riprap. 

The purpose of the project is to replenish the stockpiles of aggregate and riprap available for 

upcoming projects including the Dixie-Comstock project. The existing pit, currently approximately 

three acres, needs to be expanded by an additional two acres to generate enough rock for crushing. 
 

Decision 

I have decided to approve the Burpee Pit Development project with the following terms and 

conditions:  The work will be performed by a contractor either through a public works contract or a 

stewardship project. The pit will first be assessed for areas of expansion. Once suitable expansion 

areas are established, heavy construction equipment such as dozers and excavators will move material 

to where crushing and sorting equipment will produce the specified aggregate courses. Half of the 

material will be stockpiled at the Burpee Pit in a suitable area. The other half of the material will be 

hauled to and stockpiled at the Dixie Summit pit.  
 

During pit expansion, salvageable and/or merchantable timber will be treated per Forest Service 

specifications. After crushing and stockpiling are completed, the timber slash will be scattered on 

disturbed areas and the areas seeded where topsoil remains. Forest Service Road 1188 will be 

reconditioned to account for any damage from hauling crushed material to Dixie Summit Pit.  
 

Work will begin when funds become available. Crushing and stockpiling will likely occur in 2019, 

and will take a month, depending on conditions, to be completed. BMPs for Water Quality and Weed 

Management will be implemented during the project.  

III. Rationale for Decision and Reasons for Categorically Excluding the Decision 

A. Category of Exclusion and Rationale for Using the Category 

Based on information in this document and the project record, I have determined that no extraordinary 

circumstances affecting resource conditions exist (36 CFR 220.6), that this project may be 
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categorically excluded from documentation in an EA or EIS, and that it meets all the criteria outlined 

for 36 CFR 220.6(e) (3) Approval, modification, or continuation of minor special uses of NFS lands 

that require less than five contiguous acres of land. Examples include but are not limited to: (vii)  

Approving the removal of mineral materials from an existing community pit or common-use area. 

The rationale for my decision is based on: (1) the proposed action fully meeting the criteria for 

Categorical Exclusions, (2) the proposed action meeting the purpose and need, (3) the findings related 

to extraordinary circumstances, discussed below, (4) the project’s consistency with laws and 

regulations, including the Forest Plan, and (5) my review of the project record. 

B. Finding of the Absence of Significant Adverse Effects to Extraordinary Circumstances 

Based on the findings for resource conditions described below, I have determined that no 

extraordinary circumstances are associated with my decision. Forest Service direction at 36 CFR 

220.6(b) describes the resource conditions that should be considered in determining whether 

extraordinary circumstance related to the proposed action warrant further analysis and documentation 

in an EIS or EA. 

Additionally, 36 CFR 220.6(b) states, “The mere presence of one of more of these resource conditions 

does not preclude use of a categorical exclusion.  It is the existence of a cause-effect relationship 

between a proposed action and the potential effect on these resource conditions and if such a 

relationship exists, the degree of the potential effect of a proposed action on these resource conditions 

that determines whether extraordinary circumstances exist.” 

1.  Federally listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat, species  

proposed for Federal listing or proposed critical habitat, or Forest Service sensitive species. 

The Forest Interdisciplinary (ID) Team Botanist, Fisheries Biologist and Wildlife Biologist have 

determined the project would have no significant effects to federally listed and R1 Sensitive wildlife, 

fish and plant species and/or their habitats. Therefore, no extraordinary circumstances were identified 

for these resources.  

2.  Floodplains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds. 

The Forest Hydrologist determined no significant effects to floodplains, wetlands, or municipal 

watersheds are expected for this project.  The project is consistent with all applicable State and Federal 

water quality laws, and with soil and water standards in the Clearwater National Forest Plan, including 

the PACFISH amendment. Based on this analysis, no extraordinary circumstances were identified 

regarding floodplains, wetlands, and municipal watersheds. 

3.  Congressionally designated areas, such as wilderness, wilderness study areas or national 

 recreation areas. 

The project area is not located in any congressionally designated area, and therefore, no extraordinary 

circumstances were identified to these resources. 

4.  Inventoried Roadless Areas or potential wilderness areas. 

The project is not located within any Roadless Areas, Idaho Roadless Areas, or potential wilderness 

areas, and therefore, no extraordinary circumstances were identified to these resources. 
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5.  Research Natural Areas. 

The project area is not located in any research natural area, and therefore, no extraordinary 

circumstances were identified to this resource. 

6.  American Indians and Alaska native religious or cultural sites. 

A cultural resource records search has been conducted for this project. Based on the project 

description a “No Inventory Decision” has been made for this project per stipulation V(A) of the North 

Idaho Cultural Resource Programmatic Agreement. As a result, no extraordinary circumstances were  

identified to these resources.  

7.  Archaeological sites, or historical properties or areas. 

The Idaho State Historic Preservation Officer, or the Forest Archaeologist via the use of the North 

Idaho Programmatic Agreement, has determined that no archaeological or historic property will be 

adversely affected by this project.  Therefore, no extraordinary circumstances were identified to these 

resources. 

IV. Interested and Affected Agencies, Organizations, and Persons Contacted 

The proposed action – expanding an existing pit by two acres – is considered limited in context and 

intensity, and therefore scoping was conducted internally on the Nez Perce-Clearwater National 

Forests. The Small NEPA Interdisciplinary Team was scoped on November 16, 2017 with no 

significant effects or extraordinary circumstances identified.   

V. Findings Required by Other Laws 

Based on my review of the actions associated with this project, I find that the Burpee Pit Development 

Project is consistent with applicable Federal, state and local laws and regulations, including the 

standards and guidelines contained in the 1987 Nez Perce National Forest Plan, as amended, as 

required by the National Forest Management Act of 1976. 

VI. Contact Person 

Questions regarding this decision should be sent to Jeff Chynoweth, Small NEPA Team Coordinator, 

c/o Nez Perce-Clearwater NFs Supervisor’s Office, 903 Third Street, Kamiah, Idaho 83536; 208-935-

4260 or FAX 208-935-4275. 

VII. Signature of Deciding Officer 

 

/S/ Terry Nevius               March 2, 2018 

TERRY NEVIUS      Date 

District Ranger 

Red River Ranger District 

 

cc:  Chris Wolffing 

Enclosure:  Map 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis 

of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or 

marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities 

who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, 

audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600(voice and TDD).  To 

file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, 

Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call 202-720-

5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA Forest Service is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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Map of Burpee Pit Development Project 

 


